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Maybe you grew up here, or perhaps you 
love the peninsula's natural beauty. 
Regardless of the reason, you've decided to 
say I do in Door County, WI.
 
But where do you go from here? 
Unfortunately, wedding planning isn't 
something that happens overnight. In 
fact, it can be very overwhelming and 
you might not know where to begin 
(especially if you live out-of-state).
 
Don't worry. We have you covered.
 
This e-book was produced to help you 
plan your perfect Door County wedding 
without the stress. We'll start by looking 
at a 12 month checklist to see the big 
picture and understand where to spend 
your time. Next, we'll design a budget 
and explore ways to afford your dream 
wedding. Finally, you'll hire your 
professional vendors and think of ways 
to personalize your celebration.

Welcome to a 
better planning 

experience.
ROADMAP
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T 12+ MONTHS BEFORE 8-11 MONTHS BEFORE

6-8 MONTHS BEFORE 4-6 MONTHS BEFORE

1 MONTH BEFORE

Start a wedding binder/board with 
inspiration and information.
Create a wedding budget.
Choose formality and theme.
Decide if you want to hire a 
wedding planner.
Pick your wedding date.
Book your venue(s).
Create your guest list.
Choose your wedding party.
Optional: Throw an engagement 
party. Schedule an engagement 
photography session.

Purchase your gown..
Research and book your 
wedding professionals 
(photographer, videographer, 
DJ, florist, etc).
Decide if a wedding insurance 
policy is right for you.
Reserve hotel rooms for out-of-
town guests.
Create a gift registry.
Make a wedding website.
Contact rental companies if you 
need chairs, tables, portable 
toilets, generators, or tents.

Order invitations.
Choose wedding rings.
Buy suits for groom and/or 
groomsmen (or arrange rentals).

Order cake.
Hire a calligrapher if needed.
Hire wedding day transportation.
Buy bridal formalwear.

Book ceremony musicians.
Order bridesmaid dresses.
Plan your honeymoon.
Send save-the-date cards.

2 MONTHS BEFORE 2 WEEKS BEFORE

3 MONTHS BEFORE

Mail invitations.
Write your vows.
Purchase gifts for parents, 
attendants, and each other.
Book your stylist and makeup 
artist. Schedule test runs.
Submit a newspaper wedding 
announcement.
Have your first gown fitting.

Apply for a marriage license.
Have final gown fitting, and 
bring your maid of honor to 
learn how to bustle your dress.
Make last-minute adjustments 
with vendors.
Create a wedding program.
Print place and table cards.
Break in your shoes.

Call guests who haven’t  RSVP'd 
or responded.
Finalize your timeline and family 
formal list with your 
photographer and videographer.
Deliver a final song list to your DJ.

Bride’s last haircut and color.
Have final suit fitting.

1 WEEK BEFORE 2–3 DAYS BEFORE DAY BEFORE
Give your reception site and caterer a 
final guest count including vendors who 
need a meal.
Make arrangements for vendor 
requests, such as tables for DJ and 
florist setup.
Create a reception seating chart if 
necessary. 
Call wedding vendors and confirm 
arrangements.
Give venue managers a schedule of 
vendor delivery/setup times and 
contact numbers.
Groom’s last haircut.
Attend bachelor/ette parties.
Delegate wedding-day tasks such as 
someone to carry your things and a 
point person for each vendor.

If needed, have your gown 
pressed/steamed.
Pick up suit/tux and formalwear.  
Make sure groomsmen have their 
outfits.
Determine wedding party 
positions and order for the 
processional, ceremony, and 
recessional. Give wedding party a 
day timeline.
Give place cards, table cards, 
menus, and favors to the caterer 
and/or reception manager.
Reconfirm final details with 
vendors. Discuss any last-minute 
substitutions.

Provide vendors an emergency 
phone number to call on the 
wedding day.
Write checks for final balances.
Rehearse ceremony with the 
wedding party, ceremony readers, 
immediate family, photographer, 
and your officiant on-site.
Deliver ceremony accessories.
Give your marriage license to your 
officiant.
Attend rehearsal dinner. Present 
attendants with gifts if they’re 
accessories to be worn during 
the wedding.

DAY OF POST-WEDDING
Give any presents to parents and 
your spouse-to-be.
Give wedding bands to the best 
man and maid of honor.
Introduce your site manager to a 
family member for any questions.

Assign someone to return rentals.
Write and send thank-you notes to 
guests and vendors.
Change your name if needed. 
Consider a business like Hitch 
Switch.

2



 

MAKING
YOUR
WEDDING
BUDGET
A wedding is a big investment, and the first step is 
to get your financials in order and create a budget. 
Your budget will guide your overall vision, help 
you prioritize and make decisions, and keep you 
from unnecessarily going into debt. To create your 
budget, think about the type of wedding you want, 
choose your must-haves, decide how much you’re 
willing to spend, allocate funds to each category, 
and make adjustments if it doesn’t all add up. 
Whether you can afford $2,000 or $35,000, you can 
have your perfect wedding as long as you follow 
these steps.

YOUR MUST-HAVES

Officiant and ceremony music/decorations: 2-3%
Rings: 2-3%
Stationary and paper products: 2-3%
Transportation: 2-3%
Gifts and favors: 2-3%

Venue, catering, cake, and rentals: 50%
Photography/videography: 10-12%
Wedding attire, hair, and makeup: 8-10%
Flowers and decor: 8-10%
Reception music and entertainment: 7-10%

REFLECT AND ADJUST

ALLOCATE

HOW MUCH CAN YOU AFFORD?

From an intimate backyard potluck to a large black-tie dance party, weddings come in many shapes and sizes. Think about the type of wedding you 
want including its feel, theme, and mood. By developing the big picture first, you'll know how your decisions fit together.
 
 
 
Now that you have a clear vision and style, it’s time to decide your must-have features you don’t want to compromise. They could be anything: 
convenience of a planner, custom rings, a large guest list, or a particular photographer. If there’s something you’ve always dreamed about for 
your wedding, build your budget around it and make it happen. If there’s something that’s not as important, make cuts and put your resources 
where they matter. A good exercise is to rank how much you value each wedding category (venue, photography, florals, etc.) from 1-10. Invest 
heavily in categories you rated 8-10 (your must-haves), and look for budget options in categories rated 1-3.
 
 
 
It’s time to get real and talk numbers. Are you paying for the wedding yourself, or will you have help from your parents? If your parents haven’t 
volunteered, are you willing to ask? Can you put 10-20% of your monthly income aside, and what will the total be by your date? Before taking the next 
step, you need to know your budget ceiling. Don’t spend more than you have, and remember that debt doesn’t make for a happy marriage.
 
 
 
Using your anticipated budget ceiling, assign an expected cost to each wedding category. For context, a typical wedding breaks down to:
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For your must-have categories, increase their expected percentages. For categories that aren’t as important to you, decrease their allotted 
percentage or cut them entirely (no need for transportation costs for an intimate backyard wedding). In the end, your fund allocation might look 
very unique with a category or two double the typical amount, but just make sure your percentages add to 100 and represent your priorities. Of 
course these values aren’t concrete, but they are a good starting point.
 
 
 
Before your budget is complete and you write your first check, take a moment to reflect and make sure your numbers make sense. For an 
intimate backyard wedding with 50 guests, you probably don’t need to allocate $10,000 for the venue. Conversely, you’ll need more than $2,000 
to feed 150 guests a 5-course meal. Do some research and make sure you can afford your must-haves. If it looks like you should be either below or 
near budget, you’re ready to start booking vendors. If your budget isn’t realistic for your wedding vision, consider finding creative cost savings or 
increasing your overall budget.
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H O W  TO
AFFORD
Y O U R
DREAM
W E D D I NG
If your budget doesn't cut it, 
there are two routes you can go: 
find cost savings or increase your 
spending limit. Avoid 
compromising on your must-
have categories, but consider a 
few solutions in areas that aren’t 
as vital to your vision.

GENERAL WEDDING SAVINGS VENUE

PHOTOGRAPHY/VIDEOGRAPHY

HAIR AND MAKEUP

JEWELRY

MUSIC AND ENTERTAINMENT

SAVINGS IN YOUR DAILY LIFE
FLOWERS AND DECORATIONS

CATERING AND BAKERY

GOWNS AND SUITS

WEDDING PLANNER

 
Have your ceremony and reception at the same venue. Not only is it possible to 
eliminate your transportation budget (especially if there are awesome photo 
locations on-site), but your hired professionals can spend more time focusing on 
their jobs and less time moving equipment/driving.
Consider non-traditional outdoor venues such as Peninsula State Park, Crossroads 
at Big Creek, or a beachfront Airbnb.
Don’t be deterred by non-traditional venues without electricity. Rent a quite 
gasoline generator such as a Honda EU2200i.
Host your celebration in your family's backyard.
 
 
Resist spending too much time driving for your wedding party and newlywed 
photographs. By reducing travel time, you can get more shots on location, spend 
more time celebrating your party, or remove an hour from your package.
For small non-challenging celebrations, reach out to a local art student as a budget 
option.
Hire a professional who is efficient, organized, and has a plan. Many 
photography/videography packages are based on coverage hours, and you can get 
the same work from an organized professional in 8 hours as you would from an 
unorganized one for 10 hours.
 
 
Schedule your hair/makeup trial on the same day as your engagement photos for a 
smart double-dip.
Do it yourself or ask your makeup guru friend for help.
 
 
Stray from gold and diamonds for a less traditional metal and gemstone.
Repurpose an heirloom piece.
Find an unique yet inexpensive set on Etsy.
 
 
You’ll save a ton opting for a DJ instead of a live band.
Rent some speakers, microphone, and plug in your favorite streaming playlist. Just 
make sure to download everything ahead of time incase Wi-Fi/reception is spotty.
 
 
Create a separate checking account labeled “Wedding.” If you have an account 
with a specific purpose, you’re more likely to put money towards it and not a 
gadget you don’t need. Think of an unnecessary purchase as money you could 
have put towards your wedding.
Instead of eating out, make a home-cooked meal and put the money you would 
have spent into your wedding fund. Do the same for your daily trip to the coffee 
shop, Netflix instead of the theater, and hosting friends instead of hitting the bars.

4

 
Reduce your guest list. On average, each guest costs $50.
Celebrate your wedding on a weekday, in the morning, or in the
off-season.
Reduce formality. A casual backyard picnic is much less expensive than 
black-tie ballroom.
Go paperless for your save-the-dates and invitations. It’s easier and 
more acceptable than ever.
Instead of a traditional registry, create a cash registry with categories 
like photography, drinks, flowers, or honeymoon.
 
 
If full-service planning is out of the budget, consider day-of 
coordination. Alternatively, see if a planner offers phone consultations 
and pick their brain with specific questions.
Having trouble finding the perfect vendor? Ask a professional you’ve 
already hired for a recommendation.
When you run into problems, ask your married family/friends who 
planned their own weddings for their advice. Chances are they had the 
same questions as you.
 
 
Rent or buy used. You’re only supposed to wear a wedding gown once, 
so buying might not make sense unless you pass yours onto your 
children.
Opt for a suit instead of a tuxedo. Not only is a suit less expensive 
upfront, but you’ll have more opportunities to wear it down the line.
 
 
Have a small yet beautiful two-tier cake for display and cutting, but 
serve your guests sheet cake. It’ll taste the same and cost you less.
Everyone has a friend who loves to bake, and they’ll be delighted if you 
ask them to make cupcakes for your reception.
For an intimate backyard celebration, a potluck might make sense.
Let guests serve themselves buffet style to reduce staffing costs.
 
 
Choose local in-season arrangements. Not only will they be fresher, but 
they’ll be less expensive.
In a real pinch, stop by your local Saturday morning farmer’s market. 
You’ll save a good deal of money, but you’re at the mercy of what’s 
available and will struggle to find a backup option if it doesn’t work out.
Double-dip and use your ceremony bridal bouquets for reception 
center pieces
 
 



Bethel Baptist Church in Ellison Bay
 
 
 

tented reception on family's bayside property in Gills Rock
 
 
 

Tandem Photography of Door County
8 hours of coverage

10x10" wedding album with 50 pages
 
 
 

wedding gift from groom's brother with a cinematography degree
 
 
 

Bride designed arrangements. Lilacs, hydrangeas, and wheat 
were picked locally by the family. Baby's breath was purchased 

from Sam's Club, and dried flowers were from Hobby Lobby.
 
 
 

Britta Salon
 
 
 

Shane Co. in Franklin, TN
 
 
 

wedding gift from bride's uncles
 
 
 

brown paper bags with dark chocolate

 R E A L
W E D D I N G
E X A M P L E

T O T A L  C O S T :  $ 1 5 , 0 0 0

BRIDE AND GROOM

VIDEOGRAPHY

Joseph and Kaitlin planned their Door County
wedding while attending college in Tennessee.

 
 
 

June 9th, 2018
 
 
 

135 with six bridesmaids and six groomsmen
 
 
 

created by a friend with a graphic design degree
 
 
 

self-planned
 
 
 

Wedding Dress: Bliss Bridal in Brookfield, WI
Groom's Suite: Men's Warehouse

Bridal party purchased matching outfits for under $100 each
 
 
 

Pink Bakery and Catering
 
 
 

pecan rolls from Rowleys Bay Resort
 
 
 

Elite Tent Rentals
Captain Commodes

 
 
 
 

JEWELRY

DATE

GUEST COUNT

HAIR AND MAKEUP

FAVORS

FLOWERS

DJ
DESSERT

CATERING

PHOTOGRAPHY

TENT AND RENTALS

RECEPTION VENUE

CEREMONY VENUE

WEDDING PLANNER

INVITES

ATTIRE

5



5

$22,270

$1,943

$47

$11,805

$2,412

$511

$1,859

$1,277

$1,190

TOTAL EXPENSES
 
 

WEDDING PLANNER
 
 

COST PER GUEST
 
 

VENUE(S)
 
 

PHOTOGRAPHER
 
 

FLOWERS/DECOR
 
 

GOWN
 
 

CAKE
 
 

MUSIC

*Values from The Knot Real Weddings Study in 2016

AVERAGE 
WISCONSIN 

WEDDING COSTS*
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https://www.theknot.com/content/wisconsin-wedding-planning-tips


CHOOSE YOUR 
PROFESSIONAL 
VENDORS
Your budget is complete, and now it's time to assemble your team. As we saw in the Real 
Wedding Example on page 5, it's possible to manage parts of your wedding yourself or 
outsource to family members. Although doing the work yourself is a great way to save money, 
it's important to keep in mind that you aren't a professional and the final result might not be 
what you envisioned. If you're OK with the risk, then roll up your sleeves and make things 
happen!
 
With that being said, hire professionals for aspects of your wedding that need to be perfect. 
No one will produce better photography, floral arrangements, or entertainment than 
someone who does it for a living. These are the people who will support you and work 
tirelessly to bring your vision to life. Find vendors you trust, recruit them to your team, and 
make something beautiful together.
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We love planning Door County weddings because the 
couple and guests are usually from out of town. 
Consequently, the wedding often spans an entire 
weekend filled with fun and relaxation with loved 
ones.
 
You should hire a wedding planner if you want 
everything taken care of with professional services. 
It's certainly an investment, but after a perfect day 
you'll understand why it's worth it. 
 
Make sure your planner shares your goals; it's all 
about bringing your vision to life. It also helps if your 
planner specializes in Door County weddings 
because they'll have a strong network of local 
connections.
 
Give yourself time, and don't rush the day away. 
Remember that it takes time to move guests from 
location to location, so account for movement in 
your timeline.
 
Personalize a fun itinerary for guests who are 
traveling. A gift bag with cherry salsa, tortilla 
chips, and a Door County informational magazine 
makes for a warm welcome.

I N D U S T R Y  E X P E R T  A D V I C E  B Y  

Wedding
Planning

DOOR COUNTY
EVENT PLANNERS
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Communicate and make 
time for each other!

SASH & BOW
www.sashandbow.com
 
SHANNON MEAD EVENTS
www.shannonmeadevents.com

We have over 20 years of experience planning Door County 
Weddings for out of town couples.  Our connections and 
knowledge of the county are top notch, and we'll tailor your 
wedding to meet your vision and budget. As an established 
planner, we receive discount pricing from local vendors and 
pass the savings onto you.

DOOR COUNTY EVENT PLANNERS
 www.doorcountyevents.com

Image by Jason Mann

V E N D O R S
 

PROFESSIONAL
 

https://sashandbow.com/
https://www.doorcountyevents.com/
https://www.doorcountyevents.com/


Woodwalk Gallery offers an unique Door County wedding 
experience with our excellent service, attention to detail, 
beautiful gardens, art gallery, and rural barn. We can 
accommodate celebrations up to 250 guests, and you can 
spend your entire day on-site from getting ready through the 
final dance.

Getting married in Door County is a treat with so 
many backdrop and venue options for you, your 
wedding party, and your guests to enjoy. The 
pieces are set for an unforgettable evening!
 
When choosing a venue, think about your look, feel, and 
overall vision. Are you looking for something more "au 
natural" or in a controlled environment? Do you prefer 
formal or non-traditional? Envision the big picture and 
find the pieces to make it happen.
 
Outdoor weddings are all the rage on the peninsula, but 
don't forget a weather backup. Most venues will have an 
indoor space just in case. If your venue is strictly 
outside, consider renting a tent.
 
You'll never appreciate time/convenience quite like on 
your wedding day. Instead of booking separate venues 
for your ceremony and reception, look for a venue that 
can do it all on-site. Less time spent coordinating and 
driving is more time spent with your family and friends.
 

I N D U S T R Y  E X P E R T  A D V I C E  B Y  

Venue PROFESSIONAL
 

WOODWALK GALLERY
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Keep it simple and 
follow your hearts.

ABOUT THYME BARN
www.aboutthymefarm.com
 
GARDEN GABLES
www.gardengablesdoorcounty.com
 
GORDON LODGE
www.gordonlodge.com
 
THE LANDMARK RESORT
www.thelandmarkresort.com

WOODWALK GALLERY
 www.woodwalkgallery.com

V E N D O R S
 

Image Provided by Woodwalk Gallery

http://www.woodwalkgallery.com/
http://www.woodwalkgallery.com/
http://www.woodwalkgallery.com/


Your perfect portrait is waiting in Door County. Combine 
your love, a beautiful backdrop, and a hardy dose of 
authenticity for something truly breathtaking.
 
Every professional photographer takes great photos, but 
there’s so much more to finding your ideal photographer. 
You’ll be spending more time with your photographer 
than anyone else on your wedding day, so it’s extremely 
important that you communicate well and your 
personalities mesh. Meet in-person if you’re local or chat 
on the phone if you’re out-of-town. You’ll know if you 
click, but move on if you don’t.
 
I can’t stress enough how important preparation is. If 
you’re meeting your photographer for the first time on 
your wedding day, it’s going to be rough. Instead, spend a 
few hours together and walk through your entire timeline 
on location. If everyone knows where to be at what time, 
you can get 10 hours worth of photographs in 8.
 
Keep posed formals to a minimum. You can either follow 
instructions all day, or your can have real experiences you’re 
proud to remember.

I N D U S T R Y  E X P E R T  A D V I C E  B Y  

Photography
TANDEM PHOTOGRAPHY
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Don't go into a discussion with your 
mind made up. The process is 

important, and you'll be on the same 
page if you explore options together.

ART OF EXPOSURE PHOTOGRAPHY
www.artofexposure.com
 
ARTEMIS PHOTOGRAPHY
www.artemis-portraits.com
 
AVENSON PHOTOGRAPHY
www.kellyavenson.com
 
MAGDALENE PHOTOGRAPHY
www.magdalenephotography.com

Tandem is all about connection, interaction, and love between 
two people; it's a warm adventure and a thirst for life; it's a 
belief that a world together is infinitely better than a world 
apart. My photography is based on these tandem ideals, the 
belief of unapologetic authenticity, wedding albums that last a 
lifetime, and a no nonsense approach to business.

TANDEM PHOTOGRAPHY OF DOOR COUNTY
 

OF DOOR COUNTY

www.tandemphotographyofdoorcounty.com

V E N D O R S
 

PROFESSIONAL
 

https://www.tandemphotographyofdoorcounty.com/
https://www.tandemphotographyofdoorcounty.com/
https://www.tandemphotographyofdoorcounty.com/


Door County is an absolutely beautiful location 
to get married. Whether you have family here or 
just like to visit, it is an amazing place.
 
Hire a videographer to hear your vows and 
toasts, see your first dance, and relive each 
special little moment from your wedding day.
 
When choosing a videographer, look at their past 
work, check their blog, read reviews, and ask 
questions! Think about the most important things to 
capture on your wedding day, and find someone who 
fits your vision.
 
Don’t be afraid to make your wedding day your own. 
Personalize it to match your style and relationship. 
It's a celebration of you and your love.
 
Have a first-look before your ceremony. Not only do 
you get to spend more of the day together, but you 
can casually take your photos before the ceremony 
rather then rushing afterwards. This way you can 
enjoy cocktail hour and relax with your guests.

I N D U S T R Y  E X P E R T  A D V I C E  B Y  

Videography
VAUGHTER FILMS
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Always do whatever 
you can to make your 

partner happy!

AMENSON STUDIO
www.amensonstudio.com
 
JOSH THOMPSON MEDIA
www.joshthompsonmedia.com
 
MANN FRAU
www.mannfrau.us
 
POST WEDDING FILMS
www.postweddingfilms.wordpress.com

At Vaughter Films, we see the beauty in each wedding and use 
our passion for storytelling to create timeless films. Our 
couples want their wedding day to be a true reflection of their 
unique love. We believe that your story is special and deserves 
to be celebrated.

VAUGHTER FILMS
www.vaughterfilms.com

V E N D O R S
 

PROFESSIONAL
 

Image Provided by Vaughter Films

https://www.vaughterfilms.com/
https://www.vaughterfilms.com/


Door County wedding dress trends include a lace dress or 
lace accents, illusion neckline, side sheer cut-outs, and a 
breathtaking back. The soft swirl of an A-line gown or the 
dramatic look of a fit and flare silhouette are very 
popular. Your stunning bridal gown and the beauty of 
Door County come together for a jaw-dropping moment 
whether it's a walk along the shoreline, the perfect sunset 
overlooking the harbor, or a stroll in a vineyard. 
Bridesmaid dresses in blush, champagne, wine, or dusty 
rose compliment the bridal gown and pop against the 
Door County scenery.
 
Research the bridal boutique you are interested in. Make a 
phone call or browse their website to learn what lines they 
carry, their ordering timeline, and if they require appointments. 
Be open to trying different silhouettes, fabrics, and necklines. 
Invite a few family members or close friends to the 
appointment to celebrate with, but don't bring too many 
guests as it can get overwhelming.
 
Accessories complete the bridal look. The gown is the main 
focus but a hairpiece, veil, jewelry, and shoes are important 
bridal attire. A beautiful bride with a cathedral veil blowing in 
the wind makes for a stunning photo.
 
Don't sweat the small stuff and enjoy your day! If something 
goes wrong, you're surrounded by people willing to help and 
support you. In the end, you're marrying your soulmate, your 
dress is amazing, and you have a talented photographer to 
capture every moment.

I N D U S T R Y  E X P E R T  A D V I C E  B Y  

Bridal Boutique

TIE THE KNOT
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Compromise. Respect each 
other's opinions. Give a little and 

meet in the middle.

DAVIDS BRIDAl
www.davidsbridal.com
 
ELAINE'S WEDDING CENTER
www.elainesweddingcenter.com
 
THE BRIDAL EVENT
www.thebridalevent.net
 
TINA MARIE'S BOUTIQUE
www.tinamariesboutique.com

Tie the Knot Bridal carries unique and elegant bridal gowns to 
fit any style, theme, and budget. We believe that every bride is 
special and her wedding dress should express her individuality. 
To ensure you find your dream wedding dress, we carry our 
selection of designer gowns in a variety of sizes, colors, and 
price points.

TIE THE KNOT BRIDAL BOUTIQUE
www.tie-the-knot-bridal.com

BRIDAL BOUTIQUE

V E N D O R S
 

PROFESSIONAL
 

http://www.tie-the-knot-bridal.com/
http://www.tie-the-knot-bridal.com/


Not only are Door County’s seasons beautiful in their 
own right, but they’re perfect for farm-to-table 
cuisine. There’s nothing quite like looking down at 
your plate and knowing exactly what you’re eating.
 
You should feel comfortable with your caterer, their 
experience, and their ability to bring your vision to 
life; everything they do should revolve around your 
vision.
 
 Have a budget in mind and stick to it. Once you have 
your financial situation figured out, you can plan your 
dream wedding without the financial stress. 
  
Assign a member of your party to be your caterer's 
point of communication. It's rare for a wedding to go 
exactly as planned, and a last minute picture, turn of 
the weather, or an emotional speech can knock you off 
schedule. Let your caterer know if your timeline gets 
pushed back, and they'll ensure each course is 
presented hot, fresh, and at its best.
 
Talk with your caterer about matching your dishes' 
theme and color palette to your venue and overall 
vision. With weddings becoming less traditional, it's 
very easy to make everything fit exactly how you want.

I N D U S T R Y  E X P E R T  A D V I C E  B Y  

Catering
PINK BAKERY

AND CATERING
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Talk it out and don't 
forget to listen.

ALEXANDERS
www.alexandersofdoorcounty.com
 
CHIVES
www.chivesdoorcounty.com
 
SERVES YOU RIGHT CATERING
www.doorcountyservesyourightcatering.com
 
THYME CATERING
www.thymecateringdoorcounty.com

No matter the event, Pink Bakery’s mantra is "we are making 
memories for families.” We use farm-fresh ingredients and 
made-from-scratch recipes to bring your vision to life. Whether 
you're looking to serve 30 or 350, we're your one-stop-shop for 
catering, wedding cakes, cupcakes, and desserts.

PINK BAKERY AND CATERING
www.pinkbakery-doorcounty.com

V E N D O R S
 

PROFESSIONAL
 

https://pinkbakery-doorcounty.com/
https://pinkbakery-doorcounty.com/


DJ's can bring your celebration to the next level with 
non-stop music and your choice of 50,000+ songs. 
Between pumping out the latest jams on the dance 
floor or soft instrumentals during dinner, an 
experienced DJ always has the answer.
 
It's hard to find the perfect DJ because you can't see 
examples of their work on Pinterest. Instead, look 
for experience and reviews. If a DJ has been 
practicing over ten years and only gets 5-star 
ratings, then you can expect good quality.
 
While you may be tempted to make extensive must 
play and don't play lists, remember that your guests 
are various ages and come from many different 
backgrounds. An experienced DJ can read the room 
and keep the dance floor filled, and you'll be much 
happier than if you're dancing by yourself.
 
Try to limit your alcohol intake. You can go out and 
give-er any night, but your wedding is one you 
should remember clearly. That being said, if you end 
up a drunken mess then social media will remind 
you for many years to come. Be happy, but be safe!

I N D U S T R Y  E X P E R T  A D V I C E  B Y  

DJ/Entertainment

SUPERIOR SOUND
ENTERTAINMENT
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Have a weekly date night, 
get a baby sitter, and just 

spend time with each other.

DREAMIN' DJ
www.dreamindj.com
 
EXTREME ENTERTAINMENT
www.extremeentertainment-greenbay.com
 
NIGHT LIGHTS ENTERTAINMENT
www.nitelightsent.com
 
SOUNDFIRE DJ
www.soundfiredj.com

Superior Sound Entertainment has been Wisconsin's industry leader 
since 1993. What makes us unique is our combination of experience, 
one-on-one attention, and wealth of ecstatic couples. Unlike larger DJ 
services who are constantly on-boarding new Emcees just learning the 
craft, at Superior Sound Entertainment you will always be working with 
our owner. Year after year we win national awards for wedding 
entertainment, and our couples can't stop raving.

SUPERIOR SOUND ENTERTAINMENT
www.superiorsoundent.com

V E N D O R S
 

PROFESSIONAL
 

https://pinkbakery-doorcounty.com/https://www.superiorsoundent.com/
https://www.superiorsoundent.com/


Flowers are magical and can transport you back to a moment in 
time. I love incorporating local flowers not only because they 
offer a beautiful peek into the season, but they can also 
transport you back to your wedding day whenever the lilacs 
bloom.
 
Flowers are one of the most important pieces of decor and can 
transform any scene to match your story. When choosing your 
florist, the first step is to look at their previous designs. 
Although social media is a really easy way to get to know a 
vendor’s style and skill, keep in mind that just because you 
don’t see it on their Instagram doesn’t mean it can’t be done! 
When you finally meet in-person, talk about what’s most 
important to you and gauge their response; you can tell pretty 
quickly if you’re comfortable entrusting your vision with them! 
At that point, go with your gut - not everyone's personalities 
and vision mesh, and that’s totally okay.
 
Take a moment for yourself before walking down the aisle. 
Stand in front of a mirror in your dress holding your bouquet. 
Not only will you understand how to hold your bouquet, but it's 
also such a special moment to see yourself as a bride. However 
you do it, a moment to gather your butterflies and take it all in 
makes a big difference. 
 
When collaborating with professionals, the best work always comes 
when you trust your vendors to design alongside you. Hire a vendor 
for their skill, and give them room to put their creativity to work. It’s 
amazing what you can come up with together!

I N D U S T R Y  E X P E R T  A D V I C E  B Y  

Florals
BLOSSOMS
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Slow dance, jam out, or do the salsa. 
Whatever your style, just don’t forget to 
dance. It sounds cheesy, but a focused 
moment together (and an excuse to get 

closer) can be so clarifying.

A DELIGHTFUL DAY FLORAL DESIGN
www.adelightfuldayfloraldesign.com
 
FLORA SPECIAL OCCASION FLOWERS
www.doorcountyflowers.com
 
FOLKLORE FLOWERS
www.folkloreflowers.com
 
MAAS FLORAL AND GREENHOUSE
www.maasfloralandgreenhouse.com

Blossoms Flower House is located in Sister Bay and specializes in 
wedding flowers across Door County. We take special care with 
each and every couple to make sure their floral arrangements 
aren’t just a copy-cat of the latest Pinterest pick, but rather a 
reflection of themselves and their love story. Our goal is to create 
with a timeless style that will bring smiles for years to come.

BLOSSOMS FLOWER HOUSE
www.blossomsflowerhouse.com

FLOWER HOUSE

V E N D O R S
 

PROFESSIONAL
 

http://www.blossomsflowerhouse.com/
http://www.blossomsflowerhouse.com/


People all over the world have made Door 
County their wedding and vacation destination, 
and it's incredible to meet so many unique 
people!  
 
 Hire a professional hair and makeup artist because 
your photographs will be SO much better.  Choose 
your artist based on their portfolio and reviews. 
 Consider your style, when your hair and makeup 
need to be finished, and how many people need to be 
ready at the same time.
 
Plan your wedding day around your hair, makeup, 
and photographs.  Depending how many attendants 
need to be ready, the time of your ceremony could be 
too early or late for some salons to accommodate. 
Book well in advance for a fabulous and stress-free 
day!
 
Nothing makes a statement quite like glowing, 
natural looking skin. Aveda makes excellent products 
that keep you looking your best while also protecting 
your skin.

I N D U S T R Y  E X P E R T  A D V I C E  B Y  

Hair/Makeup
BRITTA SALON
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Create your life goals 
together, but don't forget to 
have your own things too!

CLIPPER'S MATE SALON
www.clippersmate.com
 
INSTYLE IMAGE DESIGNERS
(920) 743-0002
 
INVIDIA SALON
(920) 818-0352
 
The Edge Salon
www.edgesalonfishcreek.com

Britta Salon is an Aveda Concept salon focused on style, 
quality, creativity, and customer experience. We offer both in-
salon and on-location services, and our team uses unmatched 
natural and organic products to make you look and feel your 
best on your big day.

BRITTA SALON
www.brittasalonllc.com

V E N D O R S
 

PROFESSIONAL
 

http://www.brittasalonllc.com/
http://www.brittasalonllc.com/


You could go to a big box store for your wedding 
rings, but consider a custom design. No one wants 
to run into someone with the same ring; it should 
be as unique as your love.
 
Look for a jeweler with experience, an in-store 
goldsmith, and who can make repairs in-shop. Ask 
your friends about jewelers they've worked with, 
and if they had a good experience then chances 
are you will too. Rings are a lifetime investment, 
so be sure you are working with a jeweler you're 
comfortable with.
 
Pay close attention to ring size. Without a proper 
fit, your ring can cut off circulation or slip off at 
inopportune times. However, don't be alarmed if 
your ring is snug on your wedding day because 
your nerves may cause finger swelling.
 
Jewelry should be handed down from generation to 
generation, and each passing creates a wealth of 
sentimental value.  Invest in quality so your children 
don't miss out.

I N D U S T R Y  E X P E R T  A D V I C E  B Y  

Jewelry
T SIMON JEWELERS
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Communication is key, and if 
husbands agree with their wives 
then everything will go smoothly!

DRAEB JEWELERS
www.draebjewelers.com
 
PAUL DAVID FINE JEWELRY
(920) 868-9993
 
PENINSULA JEWELER
www.peninsulajeweler.com
 
ZABLER DESIGN JEWELERS
www.zablerdesign.com

T Simon Jewelers is woman-owned and has been creating one-
of-a-kind pieces for 21 years. We are Door County's bold 
colored gemstone source, and our custom designs and repairs 
are done onsite by our goldsmith and owner Tricia Hanson. We 
pride ourselves in attentive customer service, a comfortable 
atmosphere, and jewelry to be treasured for a lifetime and 
passed down the generations.

T SIMON JEWELERS
www.tsimonjewelers.com

V E N D O R S
 

PROFESSIONAL
 

http://www.tsimonjewelers.com/
http://www.tsimonjewelers.com/


A tent is a blank canvas; you can create anything you want, 
anywhere you want it, and customize your wedding experience 
to reflect your style. From an intimate gathering to an 
extravagant 400 guest celebration, you can transform the great 
outdoors to deliver your dream wedding.
 
Your rental company should be able to provide everything you 
need for a tented wedding including tables, chairs, linens, and 
lighting. While you can't visit the venue, most rental companies 
will have a showroom with samples and portfolios from previous 
events to help you navigate selections. We personally have 3D 
event planning software that allows you to "walk-through" your 
wedding and get a sense of how everything will look.
 
While an outdoor wedding allows full customization, it comes 
with logistical stress. Whether you seek professional help or 
appoint your favorite cousin to the job, we recommend having a 
coordinator to communicate with vendors and execute your 
plans. You want to focus on your friends, family, and savoring 
the special moments; let someone else worry about the porta 
potty delivery!
 
Bring nature in and celebrate the beauty around you! 
Choose a clear top tent to view the bright blue skies and 
gorgeous lake front, showcase the natural wood of farm 
tables, or introduce tailored greenery to your table decor.

I N D U S T R Y  E X P E R T  A D V I C E  B Y  

Tent/Rentals

ELITE RENTALS
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Savor the simple moments. From 
making dinner to folding laundry, 
even mundane tasks are more 
enjoyable with your best friend.

BIEBEL'S CATERING AND RENTAL
www.biebelscatering.com
 
CELEBRATIONS PARTY AND EVENT
www.celebrationsgb.com
 
RENT-A-TENT
www.rentatentwisconsin.com
 
SHORE TO SHORE RENTALS
www.uwebconnect.com/shoretoshorerentals

Elite Rentals is the premier full-service wedding and event 
rental business in Northeast Wisconsin. From tents to linens, 
we're your one-stop-shop and have everything you need for 
your big day. Visit our new Green Bay showroom to experience 
one of our display tents and see how we can bring your dream 
wedding to life. 

ELITE RENTALS
www.elitetentrentals.com

V E N D O R S
 

PROFESSIONAL
 

https://elitetentrentals.com/
https://elitetentrentals.com/


PERSONALIZE 
YOUR WEDDING

 With the work you've done to this point, you could take your hands off the wheel 
and have a successful wedding. However, you don't just want to have any old 
wedding; you want to have YOUR wedding. Check out these personalization ideas 
and think of a few of your own.

PERSONALIZATION IDEAS
Have your grandmothers be your flower girls.
Do an unique unity ceremony like make a PB&J sandwich or water a tree together.
Hire your favorite food truck instead of traditional catering.
Make your dog your ring bearer.
Whack a cake piñata instead of a traditional cake cutting.
Enjoy a bounce-house.
Exit you ceremony with bubbles, smoke bombs, or confetti cannons (make your 
own eco-friendly confetti by hole-punching fallen leaves).
For a personalized guestbook, have your friends take a polaroid of themselves and 
write marriage advice on the back.
Opt for donuts, macaroons, or pecan rolls instead of cake.
Say goodnight in style with a sparkler or firework exit.
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CONGRATS!
You've reached the end of this E-book, and your wedding is officially planned. 
You've developed a vision, made a budget, assembled your professional team, 
and added your personal touches. The last step is to bring your plan to life, kick 
back, and enjoy your dream wedding!
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